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Join Us for Holy 
Week and Easter

Palm Sunday
April 14, 2019

Metropolitan Memorial: 
Services at 9:00 & 11:00 AM

Wesley:
Pancake Breakfast at 9:30 AM, 
Service at 11:00 AM

Brahms Requiem
April 14, 2019 at 2:00 PM
Metropolitan Memorial Sanctuary
See details inside
Maundy Thursday
April 18, 2019 at 7:30 PM
Metropolitan Memorial Sanctuary

Good Friday
April 19, 2019 at 7:30 PM
Wesley Sanctuary

Easter Vigil
April 20, 2019 at 7:30 PM
Metropolitan Memorial Plaza & 
Sanctuary

Easter Sunday
April 21, 2019
Metropolitan Memorial: 
Services at 9:00 & 11:00 AM

Wesley:
Service at 11:00 AM

Easter Celebration
April 21, 2019,
See details inside

Baptized into Easter
by Rev. Michael Chamberlain 

Last Spring, Judy, functioning as the Chamberlain household 
general contractor, supervised the installation of new walkways and 
landscaping in our back yard. Throughout the summer we watered 
and watched as a variety of new flora sought to establish itself as 
part of our eco-family. By the time the Fall arrived the plants had 
achieved a form of plant “adolescence” (nice, but still with potential 
and some growing to do). Then it was a retreat for the winter 
months waiting for a time to be reawakened.

This past week as we enjoyed a couple of warm days, we roamed 
in the back yard and noticed the first blooms of the now one-year-
old plantings. What a difference a year makes! The newly reborn 
plants already have a vibrancy that their infant selves lacked and 
there is a clear promise of more to come. Springtime is truly a joy.

As a people of faith, it could be said that we are baptized into 
Easter – that through the waters of baptism we become a part of 
the “Easter people.” Central to our Easter faith is the belief that all 
things can be made new and that being made new includes the 
continual renewing of our spirit as we live faithfully as disciples.

Easter is that special time of renewal, rebirth, and remembering 
that with God all things are possible. It is a reminder that we, as 
“Easter people,” are called to “be transformed by the renewal of 
[our] minds so that [we] may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)

Oh, and there are cherry blossoms. God is good! 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Youth Sunday 
and 
ASP Auction
April 28
Metropolitan Memorial 
campus

On Sunday, April 28 we 
will have two opportunities 
to support our youth and 
their ministry work.

At both the 9:00 am and 
11:00 am services, both 
middle and high school-
aged youth will lead 
worship at the 
Metropolitan Memorial 
campus. They will lead us 
in both word and song, 
sharing their own 
reflections on the story of 
“Doubting Thomas.”

Then after the second 
service, come down to the 
Vestry for our annual ASP 
(Appalachia Service 
Project) auction, which 
supports the mission work 
our high school youth have 
done in Appalachia for the 
past 45 years, as well as 
other ministries of our 
youth program. There are 
great items up for auction, 
including Nats tickets, 
home decor items, a week 
at a beautiful cottage, and 
much more. The auction is 
accepting donations 
through April 14.

To donate an item, or 
make a financial 
contribution to the ASP 
trip, visit
nationalchurch.org/ASP

Easter Celebration! April 21
Join us after all three of our Easter services for 
delicious food and fellowship! There will be crafts for 
children, and a photobooth in Metropolitan Memorial’s 
newly renovated library.

10 am and noon, 
Metropolitan Memorial Great Hall

Easter Egg Hunt at 10 am

12:30 pm,
Wesley Fellowship Hall

Easter Egg Hunt at 12:30 pm

http://nationalchurch.org/ASP


UMW Spring 
Jewelry Sale
May 5
9:30 am-12:30 pm
Metropolitan Memorial 
Great Hall

Please join us for the 
second United Methodist 
Women’s Spring Jewelry 
Sale on Sunday, May 5. 
They are accepting 
donations year-round and 
have pieces you didn’t see 
at the fall sale! Much of 
their inventory will be 
appropriate for your spring 
and summer wardrobes. 

They will also have jewelry 
for men and children so 
bring the whole family to 
coffee hour and shop! 
Donations can be dropped 
off in the drawer at the 
main desk at Metropolitan 
Memorial. Jewelry only! 
Please hold onto your 
other Bazaar donations 
until June. 
Contact Alex McPherron, 
alexmcph@gmail.com 

 

�

Coming in May
A Metro Players production of….

I Hate Hamlet… by Paul Rudnick
A laugh-out-loud comedy, when a “cancelled” Hollywood star 
reluctantly takes on Hamlet at the urging of his idealistic girlfriend 
and a visiting Spirit. 

Come see this extravagant comedy with….
Amber Waltz, Sharon Smith, Randy Oberdick, 

and Jennifer Rutherford; 
and featuring 

Victor Clough and Sean Gabbert

Directed by…Bob Olson
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Two Weekends in May:
Friday, May 3rd, 8:00 pm

Saturday, May 4th, 5:00 pm
Sunday, May 5th , 2:00 pm
Friday,  May 10th, 8:00 pm

Saturday, May 11th, 5:00 pm

In the Vestry Theatre, Metropolitan Memorial Campus 

A small picture of the UMW’s big 
book sale. This year’s sale brought 
in $14,900! The proceeds from the 

sale will go to three education 
nonprofits: Project Transformation 

DC, Educare DC, and Jubilee 
Jumpstart. Thanks to everyone 

who donated, bought books, and 
told all their friends!

Brahms Requiem
April 14, 2 pm
Metropolitan Memorial Sanctuary 

National United Methodist Church choirs unite to present Brahms’ 
1871 version of the German Requiem, premiered in England with a 
reimagined orchestral part arranged for two pianists. Internationally 
acclaimed pianist Arlene Shrut and our own Nevin Bender bring the 
work to life. Baritone Matthew Burns, and our own Melissa Chavez, 
soprano, sing the solos.  Requiem is presented in English, as it was in 
the 1871 premiere. Free admission, donations welcome. 

mailto:alexmcph@gmail.com


Youth Worship 
Ensemble Goes 
to Hermon 
Presbyterian 
Church
On Sunday, March 10th, 
our Youth Worship 
Ensemble loaded up the 
church van and headed to 
Hermon Presbyterian 
Church, which describes 
itself as the "The Little 
White Church near the 
16th hole of Congressional 
Country Club." We had a 
wonderful time, and we 
were treated afterwords to 
burgers, cookies and 
candies by our 
accompanist from Hermon 
who had just turned 92 the 
day before. 

Men's Ensemble Hits the Road
On March 16th, the National UMC Men's Ensemble travelled to 
Cave Spring UMC in Roanoke, Virginia, to bring "Here Comes the 
Sun,” a concert of hope and joy with every member of the 
ensemble serving as a soloist.  We also enjoyed some southern 
barbecue and fast food as part of our trip.  

Music Ministry Goes Outside Our Walls
by Melissa Chavez

Two More Opportunities to Hear the 
Brahms Requiem
On April 28th and May 4th, the combined choirs of National 
UMC will take the Brahms Requiem on the road with DC 
Strings, conducted by Jeffry Newberger (4/28) and our very own 
Christopher Simon (5/4).  Performances are at 4pm and all are 
welcome.   
Recently, combined choirs of National UMC performed at Wolf 
Trap (2019), National Gallery of Art (2017), and in spring of 
2018, the combined choirs toured Ola Geijlo’s Sunrise Mass 
with the National String Symphonia in Baltimore and Silver 
Spring, and are thrilled to collaborate with DC Strings this 
spring.  
For complete information on our performance schedule, visit  
nationalchurch.org/musicandarts or www.facebook.com/

http://www.thehermonchurch.org/visit-us.html
http://www.thehermonchurch.org/visit-us.html
http://www.thehermonchurch.org/visit-us.html
http://www.thehermonchurch.org/visit-us.html
http://nationalchurch.org/musicandarts
http://www.facebook.com/nationalmethodistchurch
http://nationalchurch.org/musicandarts
http://www.facebook.com/nationalmethodistchurch


Interested in Handbell Ringing? 
Now is a Great Time to Join!
Our Music Ministry is delighted to announce that Brian 
Seemann has accepted the position of handbell director and 
youth worship ensemble co-director at National United 
Methodist church, a position that includes leading two weekly 
rehearsals (Youth Worship Ensemble and Metropolitan 
Ringers), leading each choir in worship once a month, October - 
May, plus Christmas Eve, Youth Sunday, and Easter, teaching 
introductory bells or chimes to elementary school choirs twice 
per calendar year (Sundays, 9 - 10am), and offering a yearly 
introductory class to bells for all ages.
Brian is currently the Artistic Director of Virginia Bronze, 
a handbell ensemble in Alexandria VA.  He shares his 
experience as a handbell director:

“For five years, I was the Artistic Director and Conductor of the Philadelphia Handbell Ensemble. In 
my time as Artistic Director, the ensemble has pushed the artistic limits of the instrument and has 
seen many new performance opportunities. The ensemble has performed for several major events in 
the Philadelphia area, including as a featured performer in the Philadelphia Thanksgiving Day Parade 
as well as part of the Academy of Music Annual Concert and Ball on three occasions. I have pushed 
the ensemble to take on several new artistic initiatives, including a student composition contest, and a 
joint concert program with the New Jersey Chamber Singers.
In addition to directing these community ensembles, I was formerly the Director of Handbells at 
Doylestown Presbyterian Church in Pennsylvania, where I led 4 ensembles ranging from 3rd grade 
through adult. Prior to that, I was the handbell director at Whitehouse United Methodist Church in 
New Jersey.
Outside of handbells, I have been actively involved in other aspects of the music world. I was a 
performer in both the Jersey Surf and Boston Crusaders Drum and Bugle Corps. Since performing, I 
have been on the marching band and color guard staff of several high school and middle school 
programs, including running the program at Boyertown Junior High School in Pennsylvania as the 
Color Guard Director. Currently I am on the color guard staff at McLean High School in Virginia, 
where I instruct 3 programs made up of approximately 50 members.
I am also currently working with Handbell Musicians of America (the national guild 
for handbell musicians) to chair two of their national events. Distinctly Bronze is a yearly performance 
event for advanced handbell musicians from around the country. I manage everything from 
coordinating with the convention center staff, to attendee registration, to ringing placement 
assignments. I am also the chair of College Ring-In, a newer event designed specifically for college-
aged handbell musicians. I worked to develop the concept for the entire event including identifying 
possible venues, developing the event schedule and activities, procuring equipment, and managing 
the registration process.” 

Please join us in giving Brian a hearty National UMC welcome.  

Notes of Joy from Music Ministry



Transitional Housing Success Stories
Our commitment to shelter our unhoused neighbors has been a signature element of National UMC’s 
mission for almost 30 years.  In 1991, the St. Luke’s Shelter was the first shelter to open in upper 
Northwest DC and in early 1992, Metropolitan House opened its doors. These ministries have helped 
thousands of individuals over the years and continue to offer shelter and support to men and women 
working toward permanent housing.
 
Both shelters took in new residents this past summer following a period of renovation and program 
redesign and have operating at capacity since then.  We are pleased to report that three of the six 
men who came into St. Luke’s House in July have now moved on to permanent housing.  Trenton B. 
who had been working steadily at a restaurant job since his arrival at St. Luke’s was able to secure a 
room in a shared house in the Deanwood neighborhood where he grew up.  Russell W., self-
employed doing convention support work, moved to a rental in Capital Heights, MD. And Edward M., 
a food-service worker, was able to move to a “Single Room Occupancy” housing facility in DC.  We 
are currently interviewing potential residents to bring St. Luke’s back up to capacity.
 
We are grateful to all who support our transitional housing work by serving as volunteer leaders or 
donating meals and other supplies. For more information on how you can get involved, contact Dick 
Schleicher at rschlei@verizon.net or Ann Michel at amichel@wesleyseminary.edu

Project Transformation: 
Help Improve Children’s Literacy 
in Washington, DC
On March 31, we kicked off this year’s Project Transformation DC (PTDC) partnership with a 
wonderful potluck lunch at the Metropolitan Memorial campus. National UMC will again support 
PTDC's summer reading camp for elementary school kids at Brighter Day Ministries and Hughes 
Memorial UMC. There are many ways you can support this important ministry, both this summer and 
in the weeks to come: volunteer to read with children, help with Family Fun Nights, and provide meals 
for the interns, to name but a few. 

Our impact last year: 96 percent of the kids who regularly attended the camp last summer maintained 
or improved their reading level when they returned to school in August. Praise God! 

If you missed the potluck, it’s not too late to learn more and get involved. The presentation will be 
repeated Sunday, May 5, at our Wesley campus after worship. If you can't make it, please consider 
contributing single serving snacks to PTDC for campers. Granola bars, protein bars, and applesauce 
pouches are all good choices for campers. There will be a collection point in the Fellowship Hall at 
Wesley, and in the Metropolitan Memorial foyer hallway. 

Another way to support PTDC is to purchase a T-shirt either for yourself or sponsor a shirt for a 
program intern working this summer at the camp. Check out the fundraiser here: 
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/ptdc2019

For more information or to get involved, contact Anita Seline at amseline@aol.com 

mailto:amichel@wesleyseminary.edu
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/ptdc2019
mailto:amseline@aol.com


Gun Violence 
Prevention

Check out some of the ways 
you can be a part of ending 
gun violence in our 
community and around the 
country:

April 2019

On April 30 from 7-9 pm, the 
DC Area Interfaith Network 
will begin a GVP discussion 
series at St. John’s Norwood 
Episcopal Church in 
Bethesda.  The first topic will 
be Overview of the Gun 
Violence Epidemic with Rob 
Wilcox of Everytown for Gun 
Safety.  

May 2019

On May 4 watch for the 
“Heeding God’s Call 
Memorial to the Lost T-Shirt” 
display on the Metropolitan 
Memorial campus lawn, and 
again on the Wesley 
campus lawn beginning May 
18.  We will be honoring 
those killed by gun violence 
in 2019.  
Want more information 
about your GVP Team? 
Contact Lois Weaver at 
lois.weaver@gmail.com

  
UMW Great Day of Service 
May 4
Wesley Campus Fellowship Hall 

As they do every year, UMW members and friends will meet for 
breakfast (9am) and work on a number of meaningful service 
projects (10am-1pm). 
Join us as we code books for Project Transformation, make 
sandwiches for Martha’s Table, gussy up bears for the Wendt 
Center for Loss and Healing, make freezer meals for Metro 
House and St. Luke’s shelter residents, create cards for senior 
National Church members, beautify Church grounds, and much 
more. 
Our featured speaker during breakfast is Rachel Luna, Executive 
Director of Project Transformation DC, which runs community-
oriented after school and summer day camp programs focusing 
on improving literacy for children living in underserved 
neighborhoods. 
Please bring a donation of canned tuna, canned chicken, peanut 
butter or jelly (no glass jars please) to the Great Day of Service. 
Campus Kitchen DC, a ministry of National UMC, is collecting the 
protein items for two food pantries at Mt. Vernon UMC and 
Community UMC. CKDC provides meals on a weekly basis at 
these churches, which also run food pantries for their visitors. 
Thank you! 
For questions, contact Heidi Winn at hdcwinn@verizon.net 

Grate Patrol

Sandwich making:
Sunday, April 28 at 10:00 am, 
Metropolitan Memorial Vestry

Food delivery:
Monday, April 29 at 6:45 pm, 
St. Luke’s Parking Lot

Sign up to help online at 
nationalchurch.org/gratepatrol

http://nationalchurch.org/gratepatrol
mailto:lois.weaver@gmail.com
mailto:hdcwinn@verizon.net
http://nationalchurch.org/gratepatrol


�
In 2008, members of the then 
Metropolitan Memorial United 
Methodist Church voted to 
approve a statement of 
reconciliation to accompany the 
joining of the Reconciling 
Congregation movement  which 
appears below:

Reconciling Statement
National United Methodist 
Church affirms that all 
individuals are of sacred 
worth without regard to 
race, ethnicity, national 
origin, sex, sexual 
orientation, age, religion, 
education, marital 
circumstances, economic 
status, physical and mental 
condition, or criminal 
history. We declare 
ourselves in support of the 
reconciling movement and 
welcome the full 
participation in the church 
of gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 
transgendered persons 
and their families, as a 
reflection of God’s 
unconditional love. 
At the same time, we 
recognize differences of 
opinion on issues of 
sexuality and seek to 
journey together in faith 
toward greater 
understanding and mutual 
respect. 

 

National United Methodist Church
3401 Nebraska Avenue, NW  |  Washington, DC  20016
202.363.4900
For a complete listing of our ministerial and administrative staff, 
please visit our web site: www.nationalchurch.org

NUMC consists of three campuses:
 1: Metropolitan Memorial Campus

      3401 Nebraska Avenue, NW  |  Washington, DC  20016
       Location of Metro House Shelter

 2: Wesley Campus 
      5312 Connecticut Avenue, NW  |  Washington, DC  20015

 3: St. Luke’s Mission Center
      3655 Calvert Street, NW  |  Washington, DC  20007
      Location of St. Luke’s House Shelter, Campus Kitchen of DC, 
      and Shalom Place Retreat Center

Contribute to the Messenger

The Messenger is a monthly publication of National United Methodist 
Church. If you have a ministry event coming up, a recent church 

event you want to celebrate, or a story of how God is at work in this 
community, we want to hear from you!

The next Messenger comes out:
May 3, 2019

Please submit articles, pictures, and announcements by:
April 26, 2019

Please email submissions to 
communications@nationalchurch.org or send them to 

Christopher Simon, Communications Specialist
3401 Nebraska Ave NW, Washington, DC 20016

mailto:communications@nationalchurch.org
http://www.nationalchurch.org
mailto:communications@nationalchurch.org

