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Our Vision: 
Extending radical hospitality,  

transforming lives, and pursuing justice. 

__________________________________________ 

Praising     Learning     Serving     Caring     Sharing 
 

The 1852 General conference established the National Methodist Church with the original 

sanctuary built near Capitol Hill and relocated in 1932. Each state, the President, the Vice-

President, and the Chief Justice of the U.S. have designated pews. All United Methodists are 

welcome as Honorary Members of this Church. 

 

www.nationalchurch.org 
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National United Methodist Church 
Metropolitan Memorial campus 

June 24, 2018, at 10:00 AM 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Prelude: Voluntary in C Major                                                                Henry Purcell 

Bruce Caviness, organist 

 

Gathering 
 

Welcome                                                                   Rev. Michael Chamberlain 

 

Opening Hymn: This Is a Day of New Beginnings (verses 1-4)                         UMH 383 

 

Passing of the Peace                                                                    Melissa Chávez 

 

Hymn: Spirit of the Living God                                                                     UMH 393 

 

Call to Worship                                                                                Pam Settlage 
 

Author of Salvation, write in us a new story – 

a new direction for our lives. 

Guide us away from the busy-ness of the world and, instead, 

plot us towards ways of living Your compassion, 

care, and grace in the world. 
 

Create new opportunities for us, O God, 

to explore and live this adventure of life in bold and daring ways, 

in which new insights may unfold for us. 
 

Grant us the fullness of life by living for others, 

as You taught us to love our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

But most of all, may our story be about You, 

about Your love for us, 

and what Your love for us calls us to do. 

In the name of Christ, 

who writes the new ending and beginning, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Word 
 

Time with Young Christians                                                 Rev. Janet Craswell 

                                                                       and Rev. Drema McAllister-Wilson 
 

Prayer of Commissioning as a Deacon: Megan Blanchard 

 

Music: God of the Women                                                                                 Insert 

 

Invitation to the Offering                                                        Robert Hartmann 

 



Offertory: Go Out With Joy                                                                      Hank Beebe 

Dayspring and Chancel Choirs   
 

For you shall go out with joy,  

be led forth with peace,  

the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing,  

and all the trees shall clap their hands.   

Pine trees shall shoot up in place of the camel thorn,  

myrtles instead of briars;  

all this shall win the Lord a great name.   

A sign for all time.   

You shall go out with joy!                                                  
 

Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                        UMH 94 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                    Pam Settlage 

 

Scripture Readings                                                                   Robert Hartmann 

REVELATIONS 21: 1-5 

ISAIAH 43: 18-19 

 

Sermon: “Letting Go and Beginning Again”    Rev. Drema McAllister-Wilson 

 

Special Music: The Prayer                           D. Foster/C. Bayer Sager/A. Testa/T. Renis 
                                                                                                             arr. Mark Hayes 

Men’s Ensemble, with Steven Dawson, soloist,  
and Melissa Chávez, guest soloist 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Going Out Into the World 
 

Reflection                                                                                         Dona Collary 

 

Ritual of Departure (see text on next page)                   Rev. Michael Chamberlain 

 
Closing Hymn: Spirit Song                                                                        UMH 347 

 

Benediction                                                         Rev. Drema McAllister-Wilson                                                                  

 

Postlude: Allegro maestoso e vivace from Organ Sonata II                    Felix Mendelssohn   

 

Music for this service is provided by the  

combined Chancel and Dayspring Choirs,  
Bruce Caviness, Organist and Chancel Choirmaster, 

and Melissa Chávez, NUMC’s Director of Music and Dayspring Director. 

 

Please join us in the Great Hall  

(to your left, as you pass the Library)  

to help celebrate Drema McAllister-Wilson’s  

life of ministry and her retirement. 



Order of Farewell to Drema McAllister-Wilson 
 
Rev. Michael Chamberlain: 

Drema, our sister in Christ, you came to us from congregations 

where the Spirit of the Lord was upon you; 

and you were charged to preach to the brokenhearted, 

to visit the captive, and to anoint those who were bruised. 

These things you have done. 
 

At your ordination, 

you received authority to read the Holy Scriptures in the Church of God, 

to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, 

and to Order the life of the Church. 
 

At your consecration, 

you received authority to equip the people of God, 

and to embody the unity of the congregation's worship 

with its life in the world. 

By God's grace you did many things 

that seemed to be beyond your power. 
 

And now, Drema, you have completed your active service as a minister of the Word and 

Sacrament.  

Your sisters and brothers in this church rejoice with you in the evidence of the Holy Spirit in 

your work.  

We thank God for your dedicated ministry in the church of Jesus Christ,  

and we praise God for the grace that has allowed your ministry to touch many lives.  
 

Congregation: 

We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful. 

Death and illness have not come on schedule. 

The truth has not always been easy to preach. 

We know something of the grace by which you have lived, 

and we thank God for your vision. 
 

Rev. Michael Chamberlain: 

Today we mark with you the fulfillment of your calling,  

as the church confers upon you the status, Honorably Retired.  

While we know this begins a time of rest and the enjoyment of other callings, we value the 

experience you have gained and the skills you have acquired throughout your years of ministry.  

May God continue to bring joy and peace to your life, just as you have blessed the United 

Methodist Church with your ministry and the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

Rev. Drema McAllister-Wilson: 

I thank you, members and friends of National United Methodist Church, 

for the love and support you have shown me 

while I have ministered among you. 
 

I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been accepted. 

I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made. 

As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here. 
 

Congregation: 

We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness, 

and accept that you now leave us to retire. 

We express our gratitude for your time among us. 

We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes. 

Your influence on our faith and faithfulness 

will not leave with your departure. 
 



Rev. Drema McAllister-Wilson: 

I accept your gratitude and forgiveness, and I forgive you, 

trusting that our time together and our parting are pleasing to God. 

I release you from turning to me and depending on me. 

I encourage your continuing ministry here 

and will pray for you and for your new Minister of Congregational Care, Rev. Frances Stewart. 
 

Rev. Michael Chamberlain: 

Let us pray: 
 

Congregation: 

God of grace, You empower your servants with your Spirit. 

We give thanks for the ministry of Drema McAllister-Wilson, 

and for the ways in which you have ministered to us through her. 
 

Give her a sense of your abiding presence, 

that she may continue to love and serve you, 

and ever grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, 

in whose name we pray. Amen. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Project Transformation 
This summer literacy camp will help children at Hughes Memorial UMC 

and Brighter Day UMC with their reading skills. NUMC has volunteered 

to read with campers two weeks this summer: June 25-28 and July 23-26. 

To sign up and for more information, please visit the service calendar of 

NUMC’s web site. Collection bins are located at the Metropolitan 

Memorial and Wesley campuses.  

 

United Methodist Women’s 

Midsummer Mini-Retreat 
Saturday, July 14 from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM  

in the Great Hall on the Metropolitan Memorial campus  

Join the UMW for a time of fellowship and spiritual renewal.  Morning 

options include yoga, art activities, Bible study. Lunch will be provided, 

followed by a time of reflection and discovery and a chance to walk the 

labyrinth. All women are welcome at this FREE event. Childcare can be 

arranged in advance, at MetroUMW@gmail.com.  

 

Please note that the summer hours for 

NUMC's offices are now in effect  

through Labor Day: 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

Friday: 9:00 AM - Noon 

Saturday: Closed 

Sunday: 9:00 AM - Noon  
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Visitors and Guests, Welcome! 
 

Hearing  Personal hearing assistance units are available at the rear of 
Assistance the Church in the Narthex, or from an usher. 
 

Parents  There is a nursery for children five and under in Room 102. 
of Young There is also a baby-friendly area in the Phillips Chapel. 
Children There is a diaper changing station in the bathroom in Room 102. 
 

Coffee  After today’s worship service, please join us for a time of refreshment and fellowship in the  

Hour  Great Hall (to the left as you leave the Sanctuary). We look forward to meeting you! 
 

Nametags To order one, please print your name on the list found in the Library, where the finished 

nametags may be picked up. 
 

Subscribe  to our newsletter, The Messenger, on our web site: nationalchurch.org. If you would like 

to request a printed copy to be mailed, call 202-363-4900, ext. 113. 
 

Sunday School  
 

Children’s Today, our children will go to the Vestry to put together bags for Grate Patrol.  They will 
Ministry then go to the Great Hall for the reception for Drema McAllister-Wilson.  
 Look for the new Children’s Arts & Crafts table! 
 The nursery is open for preschoolers. 
 Contact:  Rev. Janet Craswell, jcraswell@nationalchurch.org 
 

Youth Middle School: Room 204 

Ministry Our Middle School youth follow the Bible-in-Life curriculum, walking them through important Biblical 

stories. 
 

High School: Room 206 

Our High School youth participate in regular discussions shaped by their lives and current events. 

Contact: Patrick Landau, plandau@nationalchurch.org  
 

Adult  Inspired Parenting: on hiatus until September. 

Study   

Questions of Faith: at10:05 AM, in the Conference Room 

Lecture and Discussion group. Join us as we search for a more complete comprehension of Jesus’ 

legacy. 

 Contact: Diane Moody, billanddianemoody@comcast.net 
 

 Science & Religion Class: at 9:00 AM in the Parlor 

A weekly discussion of various topics considering the consonance between Christian faith and the 

latest advances in science. 

 Contacts: Maynard Moore, emaynard8@yahoo.com  

 or Kent Weaver, kenthweaver@gmail.com 
 

 In the Biblical Sense: on hiatus until September. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Town Hall Meeting  
with Bishop LaTrelle Easterling 
This Afternoon, at Foundry United Methodist Church,  

at 1:30 PM 
 

At the recently completed session of the Baltimore-Washington Annual 

Conference, Bishop LaTrelle Easterling issued a ruling on the report of the 

Conference Board of Ordained Ministry which resulted in two married 

LGBTQ persons being removed from consideration for commissioning and 

ordination. Bishop Easterling is making herself available at a town hall meeting 

this afternoon to address questions she has received regarding her decision. 
 

 Foundry is located at 1500 16th Street, NW, at the corner of P & 16th 

streets, NW.  
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Summer Worship at Metropolitan Memorial campus 
3401 Nebraska Avenue, NW  |  Washington, DC  20016 

 

 

Favorite Stories  
of the Bible 
July 1 – September 2, 2018 

Services at 10:00 AM 

 
Sunday, July 1 

Dry Bones 
Rev. Janet Craswell 
 

Sunday, July 8 

A Wedding at Cana 
Rev. Michael Chamberlain 

 

Sunday, July 15 

Dinner with Friends 
Rev. Michael Chamberlain 
 

Sunday, July 22 

Christmas in July 
Rev. Michael Chamberlain 
 

Sunday, July 29 

Desperate Housewife 
Patrick Landau 
 

Sunday, August 5 

Shipwrecked  
Rev. Michael Chamberlain 
 

Sunday, August 12 

The Good Samaritan 
Rev. Michael Chamberlain 
 

Sunday, August 19 

The Prodigal Son 
Rev. Frances Stewart 
 

Sunday, August 26 

Mary & Martha 
Rev. Joey Heath-Mason 
 

Sunday, September 2 
Labor Day Weekend 

It’s a Beginning 
Rev. Michael Chamberlain 
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