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Our Vision: 
Extending radical hospitality,  

transforming lives, and pursuing justice. 

__________________________________________ 

Praising     Learning     Serving     Caring     Sharing 
 
 

The 1852 General conference established the National Methodist 

Church with the original sanctuary built near Capitol Hill and relocated 

in 1932. Each state, the President, the Vice-President,  

and the Chief Justice of the U.S. have designated pews. All United 

Methodists are welcome as Honorary Members of this Church. 

 

www.nationalchurch.org 
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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 4, 2018 at 11:00 AM 
 Standing as you are able  |  UMH: United Methodist Hymnal  |  FWS: Faith We Sing 

 

 

 
 

Prelude: Aria                                                                Domenico Zipoli                                                   
 
 
 

We Gather to Praise God 
 

Words of Welcome & Centering Prayer          

                                                         Rev. Drema McAllister-Wilson 
 

Processional Hymn: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                  UMH 89 

 

We Listen to Hear God’s Voice 
   

   Call to Worship                                              Christopher Simon 

Where can we go from God’s spirit?  

Where can we flee from God’s presence? 

There is no place we can go where God cannot find us. 
 

If we stray so far from God’s path we cannot find our way back, 

Even there, God’s hand shall lead us and keep us safe. 
 

Even if darkness covers us and we can see no light, 

The night is as bright as day, for God is the light of the 

world. 
 

Come, let us worship our God, 

Let us follow Jesus our Savior, who leads us into light. 

Amen. 

 
 

Time with Young Christians                                   Patrick Landau  
 

                           

Hearing God’s Word                                                        Bob Benn 
                                                       

Hebrew Scripture:   EXODUS 14: 1-14 

 PSALM 106: 1-12                                         UMH 829                                   
 

The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon: Pulling Up Stakes                   Rev. Michael Chamberlain 
 

Hymn: Many Gifts, One Spirit                                         UMH 114 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

We Respond to God’s Great Love 
 

State Recognition                                              Christopher Simon 
 

As we come together in worship at the National United Methodist Church, we are 

mindful that we are part of a larger church family and community across our region 

and the nation. Therefore, let us join together in prayer as we lift up the state of 

Texas. 
 

Almighty God, we hold before you on this day the people of 

the State of Texas, their leaders in government and 

community life, and our brothers and sisters in the Church 

who dwell therein. Guide, strengthen, and protect them we 

pray, through Christ, our Lord.  
 

 

Prayers of the People                                         Christopher Simon  

Liturgist: Lord, in your mercy . . . 

Congregation: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                               UMH 895 
 

Dedication of Presence and Invitation to Offering 

      Please register your attendance and pass the black book to the side aisle. 
 

Offertory: Thy Wisdom, Lord, All Thought Transcendeth                      

Traditional Russian Melody 
. . . high as the heaven Thy starry way;                  arr. Archibald T. Davison 

yet here Thine equal mercy lendeth  

all that doth bless our earthly day:   

on us Thy love which knows no measure,  

pours the abundance of Thy treasure.   

More wide than space is Thy dominion,  

deep as eternity Thy love:   

beneath the shadow of Thy pinion we put our trust, O God above:  our 

darkling faith Thy power sustaineth;  

unchanging might the world maintaineth. 
 

  Dedication of Gifts: Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow   UMH 94     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Confession & Words of Assurance 
 

Confession                                               Rev. Michael Chamberlain    

God Almighty, we confess that we put up walls and barriers.  

We refuse to forgive though others have forgiven us.  
 

We refuse to help though we have been helped.  

We are stubborn.  
 

We want things our way and cannot see that there may be other 

ways.  

Forgive our shortcomings, our short-sightedness, and 

when we become stumbling blocks for others.  
 

Call us to see ourselves in others, to put ourselves in their shoes, 

to love others as we love ourselves, as You have loved us.  

In the name of Christ, who calls us to repent, to turn 

back to God, and seek forgiveness, we pray. Amen. 
 

Silence. 
 

Words of Assurance 

Great is God’s faithfulness.  

God makes a path when none was there before.  
God leads us back when we are hopelessly lost.  

God makes room for us when we have walked away, time and 

again.  

There is always room for us at the table of Christ,  

and Christ is calling your name.  

You are forgiven, you are loved, you are restored to Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 
Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

Service of Holy Communion: (UMH Page 13)     

                                                                Rev. Michael Chamberlain   
 

Sharing the Meal 

This is Christ’s Table. All are invited to come and share in this holy meal. 

When you receive the bread, please hold it and dip it in the cup. 

A gluten-free alternative is available as well. 

If you are unable to come forward,  

let an usher know and you will be served in your pew. 
 

Music During Communion  

All My Hope is Firmly Grounded                                            UMH 132 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                                      UMH 140 

Amazing Grace                                                                   UMH 378 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prayer of Response 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for Your love and Your 

creation. 

May we find Your intention in the world around us and in 

our hearts, and live out Your intention in the ways we 

care for and serve others.  

In the name of Christ, who fully lives out God’s intention 

for us to love one another, we pray. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 We Are Scattered  
 to Serve God in Our World 

 

Announcements                             Rev. Drema McAllister-Wilson 
 

  Closing Hymn: To God Be the Glory                                       UMH 98 
 

Sending Forth                                  Rev. Michael Chamberlain  
 

Postlude: Fanfare                                                            Richard Proulx 
 
 
 
 

Music is provided by the Chancel Choir; 
Bruce Caviness, Chancel Choir director and organist. 

 
 
 
 

Today’s Liturgy is adapted from writings by Rev. Mindi,  
published at rev-o-lution.org. 

 

 


