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Our Vision: 
Extending radical hospitality,  

transforming lives, and pursuing justice. 

__________________________________________ 

Praising     Learning     Serving     Caring     Sharing 
 
 

The 1852 General conference established the National Methodist 

Church with the original sanctuary built near Capitol Hill and relocated 

in 1932. Each state, the President, the Vice-President, and the Chief 

Justice of the U.S. have designated pews. All United Methodists are 

welcome as Honorary Members of this Church. 

 

www.nationalchurch.org 



 

 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
January 14, 2018 at 11:00 AM 
 Standing as you are able  |  UMH: United Methodist Hymnal  |  FWS: Faith We Sing 

 
 

Prelude: Steal Away                                                  American Spiritual 

                                                                       Setting by Joe Utterback                                            
 

We Gather to Praise God 
 

Words of Welcome                                        Rev. Janet Craswell 
 

Mission Moment: I Have a Dream, Too                        Lois Weaver 
 

Centering Prayer                                            Rev. Janet Craswell 
 

Processional Hymn: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise      UMH 103 

 

We Listen to Hear God’s Voice 
   

   Call to Worship                                                        Kerm Towler 

Let us speak of mercy and justice. 

For these are the things suitable for our God. 
 

Let us follow the ways of mercy and justice, 

For they are the ways of peace and community. 

Let us lift up our hearts in conviction 

and our voices in commitment  

and praise to the Lord of peace and the God of justice; 

the hope and healing of humanity. 
                                                                               by Rev. Brett Strobel 

 

Time with Young Christians                            Rev. Janet Craswell                  
 

Hearing God’s Word                                                  Kerm Towler 
                                                       

Hebrew Scripture:  AMOS 5: 21-24 

                             PSALM 37: 1-11                                             UMH 772                                   

New Testament:     MATTHEW 5: 1-11  
 

The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon: The Power of Non-Violence                     

Dr. Sathianathan Clarke, Th.D.  
 

Hymn: Give to the Winds Thy Fears                                         UMH 129 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We Respond to God’s Great Love 
 

State Recognition                                                        Kerm Towler 
 

As we come together in worship at the National United Methodist Church, we are 

mindful that we are part of a larger church family and community across our region 

and the nation. Therefore, let us join together in prayer as we lift up the state of 

Arkansas. 
 

Almighty God, we hold before you on this day the people of 

the State of Arkansas, their leaders in government and 

community life, and our brothers and sisters in the Church 

who dwell therein. Guide, strengthen, and protect them we 

pray, through Christ, our Lord.  
 

Prayers of the People                                         

Liturgist: Lord, in your mercy . . . 

Congregation: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                              UMH 895 
 

Dedication of Presence and Invitation to Offering 

      Please register your attendance and pass the black book to the side aisle. 
 

Offertory: Precious Lord, Take My Hand          Words by Joyce Merman 

                                                   George N. Allen, arr. Roy Ringwald 

Cara Gonzalez, soprano 
 

. . . bring me home through the night, through the dark,  

through the storm, to Thy light.   

I have been to the mount, I have seen the Promised Land:   

precious Lord, take my hand.   

Precious Lord, take my hand, bring Thy child home at last,  

where the strife and the pain all are past;  

I have dreamed a great dream that Thy love shall rule our land . . .   

Precious Lord, take my hand, take Thy child unto Thee,  

with my dream of a world that is free  

for that day when all flesh joins the glory Thou hast planned . . . 
 

  Dedication of Gifts: Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow   UMH 94     
 

Confession & Words of Assurance 
 

Confession                                                           Rev. Janet Craswell 

Lord, we raise your cup of justice to our lips this day 

Knowing that its sweetness is from you,  

the bitterness from our own hard hearts.  
 

How many times have we valued only those  

who look and sound like ourselves? 

How often have we laughed at jokes that demean others? 

How often have we smiled outwardly and judged inwardly? 
 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Help us have the courage to drink deeply of this cup. 
Help us raise it by the strength of your love for us and for all 

your people. Amen. 
 

Silence. 
 

 



 

 

 

Words of Assurance 

For by the blood of Christ we are set free,  

that is, our sins are forgiven. 

How great is the grace of God,  

which he gave to us in such large measure. 

  

Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

Service of Holy Communion: (UMH Page 12)    Rev. Janet Craswell 
 

Sharing the Meal 

This is Christ’s Table. All are invited to come and share in this holy meal. 

When you receive the bread, please hold it and dip it in the cup. 

A gluten-free alternative is available as well. 

If you are unable to come forward,  

let an usher know and you will be served in your pew. 
 

Music During Communion  

Let Us Break Bread Together                                               UMH 618 

Let There Be Peace on Earth                                                UMH 431 

This Is My Song                                                                 UMH 437 
 

Prayer of Response 

God, you are so loving and compassionate.  

You hear the audible cries of the poor,  

the hungry, and the homeless.  

You also hear the silence of inaction.  

When we become too comfortable and complacent,  

disturb our peace with questions.  

Then, wait for our honest reply,  

and lead us to integrity in faith and action. Amen. 
 

 We Are Scattered  
 to Serve God in Our World 

 

Mission Moment: I Have a Dream, Too                        Lois Weaver 
 

Announcements                                              Rev. Janet Craswell 
 

  Closing Hymn: For the Healing of the Nations                     UMH 428 
 

Sending Forth                        Dr. Sathianathan Clarke, Th.D.  
 

Postlude: Lord, I Want to Be a Christian                      American Spiritual 
                                                                             Setting by Charles Callahan 
 

Music is provided by the Chancel Choir; 
Bruce Caviness, Chancel Choir director and organist. 

 

The flowers on the Altar last Sunday  
were in memory of Charles Humphreys, given by his family. 

 

The flowers on the Altar today are in memory of Betty Tilley,  
a member of this church for 62 years, whose memorial service was yesterday. 

________________________________________________________ 
 

 


