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3401 Nebraska Avenue, NW   |   Washington, DC  20016 
 

June 3, 2018, at 9:00 AM 
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Reach Out Your Hand 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision: 
Extending radical hospitality,  

transforming lives, and pursuing justice. 

__________________________________________ 

Praising     Learning     Serving     Caring     Sharing 
 
 

The 1852 General conference established the National Methodist 

Church with the original sanctuary built near Capitol Hill and relocated 

in 1932. Each state, the President, the Vice-President,  

and the Chief Justice of the U.S. have designated pews. All United 

Methodists are welcome as Honorary Members of this Church. 
 

www.nationalchurch.org 
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June 3, 2018, 9:00 AM 

Reconciling Sunday 
Bold Print - Congregational Response   |    - Please stand as you are able  

FWS – Faith We Sing Hymnal  |  UMH – United Methodist Hymnal 

 

 

We Gather to Praise God 
 

Prelude: Draw Me Close                                                Carpenter                                               

Nevin Bender, piano                                              arr. Renfrow 
 

Welcome                                                  Rev. Janet Craswell                      
 

 Opening Hymn: This Is the Day                                  UMH 657                                                              
 

This is the day that the Lord has made,  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

You are a child of the Living God,  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

I am a child of the Living God,  

I will rejoice and be glad in it! 

 

 Passing the Peace                                          Melissa Chávez 
 

 Hymn: They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love        FWS 2223 
 

 Call to Worship                                             Melissa Chávez 
 

God, you love all that you have created,  

and you celebrate the diversity of your creation!  

We proclaim your inclusive love.  

Make us your living examples!  
 

Throughout your history with your people,  

you remind us that those whom the world sees as least  

are the greatest in your eyes!  

We proclaim your inclusive love.  

Make us your living examples!  
 

We celebrate with our gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender siblings  

as they live faithfully to your call in their lives!  

We proclaim your inclusive love.  

Make us your living examples!  
 

Teach us to honor the gifts of every person,  

and help us to create a world in which all are known and loved!  

We proclaim your inclusive love.  

Make us your living examples!  
 

Jesus says: Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me,  

and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the One who sent me!  

We proclaim your inclusive love.  

Make us your living examples! 

 

 



We Listen to Hear God’s Voice 
 

Time with Young Christians                    Rev. Janet Craswell 
 

Scripture Reading                                            Ellen Bachman                                                         

PSALM 139: 1-6 AND 13-18 
 

Invitation to the Offering                                Ellen Bachman                                                          
 

Offertory: I Love You/What A Wonderful World    arr. Craig Johnson 
Nevin Bender and Steven Dawson, soloists 

Mary Ann Hayden, Sarah Heisler, Elliot Matheny,  

and Beth Revell, solo ensemble 
 

 Doxology: Give Thanks                                              FWS 2036                                                        
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving                Rev. Michael Chamberlain                           
 

Gospel Reading                                                  Kerm Towler 

MARK 2:23 – 3:6 
 

Sermon: “Reach Out Your Hand”         Rev. Cynthia Meyer 
 

Pastoral Prayer                             Rev. Michael Chamberlain  

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebration of Holy Communion          Rev. Cynthia Meyer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Hymn: For Everyone Born                                                   Insert                           
 

Prayer of Response                                 Rev. Cynthia Meyer 

 
 

Going Out Into the World 
 

 Closing Hymn: Praise the Source of All Creation                   Insert                                     
 

 Benediction                                             Rev. Cynthia Meyer 
 

Postlude: Above All                                     LeBlanc, arr. Renfrow      

 

 

The flowers on the altar are given by 

Mary and Art Rynearson,  

in memory of Art’s father, Arthur Rynearson. 

 

 

Music for this service is provided by Dayspring Choir, 

 and Nevin Bender, pianist;  

Melissa Chávez, director. 
 
 

Please join us in the Great Hall for Coffee Hour. 
 



Rev. Meyer invites you to take a few minutes to read and reflect 

on the poem below: 

  

Pentecost 
by Reverend Terry D. Williams 

Orchard Hill UCC, Chillocothe, Ohio 

 

In nice, neat little celebrations, 

meticulously planned, 

well thought out, 

honed & tested, 

we celebrate the day when we all found out 

just how unpredictable and inclusive 

the Spirit really is. 
  

This Spirit won’t be hushed, 

it can’t be shut up, 

and it will never be satisfied to be held back. 
  

It won’t back down from conflict, 

it can’t be known without disruption, 

it isn’t itself unless it comes with truth, 

and it refuses to live by the ethic of “nice.” 
  

This Spirit is alive with fire that refines, 

with flame that lights the way forward, 

with heat that thaws the hardest of cold hearts. 
  

And this Spirit lives in you, today— 

churning up your insides, 

ferociously tilling up the ground of your heart 

so that something new and fruitful might grow. 
  

You have received—  

and are now responsible for heeding— 

the leading of that Spirit 

that knows no boundary 

to the fiery passion 

of God’s amazing love. 
  

It cannot be 

restricted, 

concealed, 

hurried along, 

dispensed with quickly, 

set aside for a season, 

ignored for any reason, 

and you can never pretend 

that you didn’t just see with your own eyes 

what just happened. 
  

This Pentecost is one of responsibility: 

responsibility to heed the Spirit, 

responsibility to speak your truth, 

responsibility to allow nothing the privilege 

of stopping you from living your witness 

to who God has called you to be. 
  

Rejoice this Pentecost 

and remember: 

God does everything much differently 

than you ever would. 
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Sunday, June 3, 2018 

NATIONAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Metropolitan Memorial Campus   
To learn more about us, please visit our web site, at: 
www.nationalchurch.org 
 

 Visitors and Guests, Welcome! 
 

Hearing  Personal hearing assistance units are available at the rear of 
Assistance the Church in the Narthex, or from an usher. 
 

Parents  There is a nursery for children five and under in Room 102. 
of Young There is also a baby-friendly area in the Phillips Chapel. 
Children There is a diaper changing station in the bathroom in Room 102. 
 

Coffee  After today’s service, please join us for a time of refreshment  
Hour  and fellowship in the Great Hall (to the left as you leave the 

Sanctuary). We look forward to meeting you! 
 

Nametags To order one, please print your name on the list found in the 

Library, where the finished nametags may be picked up. 
 

Subscribe  to our newsletter, The Messenger, on our web site: 
nationalchurch.org. If you would like to request a printed 

copy to be mailed, call 202-363-4900, ext. 113. 
 
 

Sunday School  
 

Children’s Little Wonders (3-4 year olds): Room 101 
Ministry Godly Players (Kindergarten-First Grade): Room 200 
 Joyful Spirits (Grades 2 & 3): Room 202 
 Bible Explorers (Grade 4): Room 203 

Godly Play encourages children to embrace a sense of wonder in the 
presence of God through sharing Bible stories. 

 Young Disciples (Grade 5): Room 201 
 Contact:  Rev. Janet Craswell, jcraswell@nationalchurch.org 

  
 

Youth Middle School: Room 204 

Ministry Our Middle School youth follow the Bible-in-Life curriculum, walking them 

through important Biblical stories. 

High School: Room 206 

Our High School youth participate in regular discussions shaped by their 

lives and current events. 

Contact: Patrick Landau, plandau@nationalchurch.org  
 
 

Adult  Inspired Parenting: at 10:20 AM in the Fireplace Room 

Study Open to parents with kids of all ages, this class offers a safe space to share 

parenting challenges and joys. 

 Contact: Elizabeth Burks, elizabeth.burks@gmail.com 
 

Questions of Faith: at10:05 AM, in the Conference Room 

Lecture and Discussion group. Join us as we search for a more complete 

comprehension of Jesus’ legacy. 
 Contact: Diane Moody, billanddianemoody@comcast.net 
 

 Science & Religion Class: at 10:05 AM in the Parlor 

A weekly discussion of various topics considering the consonance between 

Christian faith and the latest advances in science. 

 Contacts: Maynard Moore, emaynard8@yahoo.com  

 or Kent Weaver, kenthweaver@gmail.com 
 

 In the Biblical Sense: at 10:05 AM, in the Library 

In this class, we explore what we know (and don’t know) about the Bible. 

Each month, we explore a different topic – such as forgiveness, vulnerability, 

resilience, courage, love, sexuality, guilt, or grief – and examine what the 

Bible has to say about it. 

mailto:kenthweaver@gmail.com


 

Prayer Ministry Team 

If you have a prayer request, contact Rev. Drema McAllister-Wilson,  

Minister of Congregational Care, at dwilson@nationalchurch.org. 
 

Pastoral Emergency Number: (202) 510-8555 


