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Gathering 
 

Prelude  Intermezzo in C Johannes Brahms 
 

Welcome  
 

 Opening Hymn:  Take My Life and Let It Be Insert 
verses 1-3 

 

 Greeting One Another 
 

 Hymn:  Take My Life and Let It Be Insert 
verses 4-6 

 

 Call to Worship 
 

One: 

Friends, we gather this day to celebrate life – 

Pulpit Side:  

The life we have been given by God, 

Lectern Side: 

The life we share with one another in community, 

All:  

The life that Jesus gives in abundance. 

One: 

Let us be grateful for the joy of life, 

All: 

And let us worship God. 
 

Welcoming Rev. Barbara Green,  See Page 3 

Interim Minister of Congregational Care 
 

The Word 
 

Presentation of Bibles to Third Graders 
 

Time With Young Christians 

 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Offertory: Set Me as a Seal   Nick Strimple 

Austin Vitaliano, soloist 
 

 Doxology:  Give Thanks FWS 2036 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 

Give thanks to the Holy One,  

Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ his Son. 
 

And now let the weak say “I am strong”;  

Let the poor say, “I am rich 

Because of what the Lord has done for us.” 

Give thanks! 
 

 Prayer of Response  
 



Prayers of the People 
 

Scripture:  

GENESIS 32: 22-30 
 

Sermon:  The Wedding, Part One: 

 Faith Offers New Identity and Purpose! 
 

Our Response 
 

Celebration of Holy Communion   

All are welcome at God’s table. Please follow the direction of the ushers. A gluten-free option is available.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  FWS Back Cover 
 

Communion Music 

Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown  UMH 386 
 

Prayer of Response                                    
 

Going Out Into the World 
 

 Closing Hymn:  The Summons FWS 2130 
 

 Benediction 
 

Please join us after the service in the Great Hall (out the door on your right and to the left) for coffee hour. 
 

Postlude  Take Five Paul Desmond 
 

Rev. Doug Robinson-Johnson, preacher;  

Rev. Janet Craswell, time with young Christians; 

Adrienne Judson, liturgist; 

Christina Burnett, Andy Hershey, Maggie Hershey,  

communion servers; 

Nevin Bender, piano 

Dayspring Choir 

Melissa Chávez, worship leader and choir director; 
 

The call to worship is adapted from Beth Merrill Neel 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God  

and in honor of Eugenia Evans on her 90th birthday  

with love from husband John Evans and all of the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgist Training 

Are you a current or potential liturgist?  A 30-minute mandatory 

meeting will follow the 9 and 11 am services on September 29, 

led by Adrienne Judson and Melissa Chavez.  

Questions? Email mchavez@nationalchurch.org.  

 

Reaching and Teaching Adult Learners 
A workshop for creating welcoming lessons that stay with people. 

Today, noon – 1:30 pm 

Metropolitan Memorial Vestry 

 

mailto:mchavez@nationalchurch.org
mailto:mchavez@nationalchurch.org


Welcoming Interim Minister of Congregational Care 

 

Gracious God, 

you have gifted your servants throughout the ages 

with courage, grace, cheerfulness, vision, and hope. 

Grant, we pray, this same spirit to your church in this place, 

and to your servant, Reverend Barbara Green as she guides us through a ministry of congregational care. 

 

Grant her, O God, a double measure of your Spirit, 

for we know she will need it in this interim ministry among us. 

Clothe her in compassion and kindness, love and forgiveness. 

Give her a sure sense of your abiding presence and everlasting hope. 

Keep her eyes and heart focused on you. 

 

And give us the grace to respond to her leadership 

with gratitude and peace, energy and love. 

Give us the courage to look where she is looking 

and to see what you are doing through her and through us. 

 

May the dawn of your tender mercy break forth from on high, 

bringing light to those who walk in darkness, 

guiding our feet, together with you, in the path of peace. 

 

Amen! 

 

 

Prayer Ministry Team 
If you have a prayer request, contact our 

congregational care team at 

caring@nationalchurch.org. You may 

also fill out a prayer request card in the 

pews, or fill out the form at 

nationalchurch.org/contact. 

 
 

Pastoral Emergency 

Number: 

(202) 510-8555 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal units 
are available at 
the rear of the 

church or 
from an usher. 

To order, 

please print 

your name on 

the list found 

on the 

Welcome 

Table by the 

Great Hall. 

Welcome, Rev. Barbara Green!  

National United Methodist Church is  

delighted to welcome new Interim  

Minister of Congregational Care, the  

Reverend Barbara G. Green!   

Reverend Green is a retired minister  

in the Presbyterian Church (USA)  

through which she served as Executive  

Director of the Churches’ Center for  

Theology and Public Policy in Washington, DC, (1998-2010) and 

as the Associate for Peacemaking in the Washington Office from 

1983-1998.  Her husband, the late Dr. Alan Geyer, was professor 

of Christian ethics at Wesley Seminary.  Reverend Green is 

mother to twins Christopher and Elisabeth, born in 1986.  

  

Reverend Barbara Green is well known and beloved in the 

National UMC community from her time on staff here as 

Director of Learning (2011-2013) and as Minister for Life 

Transitions in the Caring Pillar (2013-2015).  We welcome her 

back into leadership! 

 



 

 

National United Methodist Church 
 

A Reconciling Congregation 
 

Metropolitan Memorial Campus 
3401 Nebraska Avenue, NW   |   Washington, DC  20016 
 

September 22, 2019, at 9:00 AM 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision: 
Extending radical hospitality,  

transforming lives, and pursuing justice. 

__________________________________________ 

Praising     Learning     Serving     Caring     Sharing 
 

Reconciling Statement 

National United Methodist Church affirms that all individuals are of sacred worth without regard to race, ethnicity, national origin, sex, 

sexual orientation, age, religion, education, marital circumstances, economic status, physical and mental condition, or criminal history. We 

declare ourselves in support of the reconciling movement and welcome the full participation in the church of gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 

transgendered persons and their families, as a reflection of God’s unconditional love.  
 

At the same time, we recognize differences of opinion on issues of sexuality and seek to journey together in faith toward greater 

understanding and mutual respect. 
 

www.nationalchurch.org  |  (202) 363-4900 
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