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Our Vision: 
Extending radical hospitality,  

transforming lives, and pursuing justice. 

__________________________________________ 

Praising     Learning     Serving     Caring     Sharing 
 

The 1852 General conference established the National Methodist 

Church with the original sanctuary built near Capitol Hill and relocated 

in 1932. Each state, the President, the Vice-President,  

and the Chief Justice of the U.S. have designated pews. All United 

Methodists are welcome as Honorary Members of this Church. 

 

www.nationalchurch.org 



Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 23, 2018 at 11:00 AM 
 Standing as you are able  |  UMH: United Methodist Hymnal  |  FWS: Faith We Sing 

 

 
 

Prelude: O Praise the Lord with One Consent         William Thomas Best 
 
 

We Gather to Praise God 
 

Words of Welcome                                  Rev. Janet Craswell  
 

 Opening Hymn: How Firm A Foundation                       UMH 529                                                 
                 

 

We Listen to Hear God’s Voice 
   

 Call to Worship                                                
 

Leader:  There are varieties of gifts, 

People:  but the same Spirit. 
 

There are varieties of services 

but the same Lord, 
 

There are varieties of activities 

but the same God activates all of them in 

everyone. 
 

To each is given a gift by the Spirit. 

All:  Though we have different gifts,  

we are called to be the church  

wherever the Spirit leads us,  

to do God's ministry in the world,  

led by the Risen Christ. 

AMEN. 

 

Baptism and Reception of New Members                UMH 33 
 

Esther Inuwa  

Asaph Wenda Lukangyela  

Matthew Mechem & Rebekah Nantz 

 

Scripture Reading                                                 

PSALM 19: [response 2; read and sung responsively]       UMH 750 

 

Dedication of Presence and Invitation to Offering  
Please register your attendance and pass the black book to the side aisle. 

 

Offertory: Praise to God in the Highest    Russian tune; arr. S.S. Campbell               
 

…Bless us, O Father!  Praise to thee.   

May the truth in its beauty flourish triumphant . . .   

May the good be obeyed, and evil be conquered . . .   

Give us laughter, and set us gaily rejoicing . . .   

Peace on earth and goodwill be ever amongst us . . . 



 Doxology: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow          UMH 94     
   

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Scripture Reading                                                
MATTHEW 7: 24-27 

ROMANS 15: 4-6 
 

Sermon: “The Foundation”                     Rev. Janet Craswell 
                                                        

Musical Response: Thy Word is a Lamp                         UMH 601 

 

 

We Are Scattered  
 to Serve God in Our World 

 

Commissioning of the  

Wesley Innovation Hub Young Adult Team 
 

Leader:  People of God, Christ invites each of us to faithful 

discipleship and service. We are all called to different 

ministries as we seek to live God’s love.  
 

(to congregation) 

As we commission these people today, will you – with 

them – renew your commitment to the loving service 

of God, of one another and of all people? 

People:  With the help of God, we will. 
 

  (to team) 

Leader:  Will you, as long as you are engaged in this work, seek 

to perform it prayerfully and in a spirit of mutual 

respect and collaboration with those who lead 

ministry in this place? 

Team:  With the help of God, we will. 
 

Leader:  Will you seek to develop the faith, gifts, and skills God 

has given you as you share in Christ’s mission and 
ministry? 

Team:  With the help of God, we will. 
 

Leader:  Patrick, Lara, Monica, Adrienne, EJ, Nick, and Sean, in 

the name of this congregation I commission you to 

this work and pledge to you our prayers, 

encouragement, and support. May the Holy Spirit 

guide and strengthen you, that in this and in all things 

you may do God's will in the service of Jesus Christ. 
 

 Prayer for those Commissioned  
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
 

   Closing Hymn: The Solid Rock (My Hope is Built)          UMH 368 
 

  Benediction                                             Rev. Janet Craswell                               
 

 Postlude: PSALM XIX: The Heavens Declare             Benedetto Marcello 
 



Worship Leaders for this service include  

The Chancel Choir, and 

Bruce Caviness, organist and director.  
 

At today’s 9:00 AM service,  

the congregation of National UMC presented Bibles to:  

Sonya Goldia Argentieri  

Kendley Frances Miller 

and Grace Anne Dougherty Thomas.  
 

Walker Bryce Whisenhunt and Wyatt Dalton Whisenhunt 

will receive their Bibles at the Wesley campus at a later date.  
 

We thank God for these young Christians,  

and pray that they may find adventure,  

challenge, love, and joy in our scriptures. 
 

Cover illustration by Michael David Knapp, used by permission. 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

           Young Adult Team 
For years, young adults (ages 23-29) from around the world have 

come to DC to help shape and transform the world.  These people, 

and the young adults who grew up in the city, can find it hard to 

build community and find meaning in our often competitive, transient 

environment.  Wesley Theological Seminary, in partnership with 

the Lilly Foundation, has launched a program for churches to learn 

and practice ministry innovations that engage these young adults in 

social change.  National UMC is one of 20 churches in this new 

program to reach out to young people in their twenties and engage 

them in the work of Christ in the world. 
 

Our team, consisting of adults and young adults, will spend the next 

two years in partnership with the Seminary in the Wesley 

Innovation Hub.  The first six months will be a series of 

workshops and retreats designed to examine the current 

relationship between churches and young adults as well as to learn to 

develop new forms of ministry.  After that, our team will put 

together a proposal of how we as a congregation will engage in 

ministry with young adults.  When our proposal is approved, we will 

receive funds, coaching, and oversight to implement that plan.  
 

Today, in worship, we will be commissioning the team of adults that 

will be committing themselves to this work. 

Wesley Innovation Hub 
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Sunday, September 23, 2018 
NATIONAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Metropolitan Memorial Campus   
To learn more about us, please visit our web site, at: 
www.nationalchurch.org 
 

 Visitors and Guests, Welcome! 
 

Hearing  Personal hearing assistance units are available at the rear of 
Assistance the Church in the Narthex, or from an usher. 
 

Parents  There is a nursery for children five and under in Room 102. 
of Young There is also a baby-friendly area in the Phillips Chapel. 
Children There is a diaper changing station in the bathroom in Room 102. 
 

Coffee  Each week, we host a time of refreshment and fellowship in the 

Hour  Great Hall (to the left as you leave the Sanctuary) between our 

two services, at 10:00 AM. Please join us. We look forward to 

meeting you! 
 

Nametags To order one, please print your name on the list found in the 

Library, where the finished nametags may be picked up. 
 

Subscribe  to our newsletter, The Messenger, on our web site: 

nationalchurch.org. If you would like to request a printed copy to 

be mailed, call 202-363-4900, ext. 113. 
 

Sunday School  
 

Children’s Little Wonders (3-4 year olds): Room 101 
Ministry Godly Players (Kindergarten-First Grade): Room 200 
 Joyful Spirits (Grades 2 & 3): Room 202 
 Bible Explorers (Grade 4): Room 203 

Godly Play encourages children to embrace a sense of wonder in the 
presence of God through sharing Bible stories. 

 Young Disciples (Grade 5): Room 201 
 Contact:  Rev. Janet Craswell, jcraswell@nationalchurch.org 
 

Youth Middle School: Room 204 

Ministry Our Middle School youth follow the Bible-in-Life curriculum, walking them 

through important Biblical stories. 
 

High School: Room 206 

Our High School youth participate in regular discussions shaped by their 

lives and current events. 

Contact: Patrick Landau, plandau@nationalchurch.org  
 

Adult  Inspired Parenting: at 10:20 AM in the Great Hall, NEW MEETING SPACE! 

Study Open to parents with kids of all ages, this class offers a safe space to share 

parenting challenges and joys. 
 Contact: Elizabeth Burks, elizabeth.burks@gmail.com 
 

Questions of Faith: at10:05 AM, in the Conference Room 

Lecture and discussion group that looks at personal faith and current issues. 

This Fall, we will be discussing “Thinking About Religion and Violence.” 

 Contact: Diane Moody, billanddianemoody@comcast.net 
 

 Science & Religion Class: at 10:05 AM in the Parlor 

A weekly discussion of various topics considering the consonance between 

Christian faith and the latest advances in science. Through October, our 

discussion topic will be bioengineering and gene manipulation. 

 Contacts: Maynard Moore, emaynard8@yahoo.com  

 or Kent Weaver, kenthweaver@gmail.com 
 

 In the Biblical Sense: at 10:05 AM, in the Library 

Where do you turn in the Bible for hope? comfort? guidance? Or wisdom? 

Each Sunday we explore familiar (and perhaps not so familiar) passages from 

the Bible. This is an excellent class for visitors, drop-ins, or anyone who wants 

to talk about the scriptures in a relaxed environment.  

Contact: Bob Olson, robob675@gmail.com 

mailto:kenthweaver@gmail.com


Prayer Ministry Team 
If you have a prayer request, contact Rev. Frances Stewart, 

Minister of Congregational Care, at fstewart@nationalchurch.org. 
 

Pastoral Emergency Number: (202) 510-8555 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You for worshipping  
with us today! 


