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Metropolitan Memorial & Wesley UMC Campuses  

202-363-4900 (MMUMC office) 

MetroUMW@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January                                                  pg          

13 M UMW Board Mtg (7:15pm, 

MMUMC Conference Rm) 

 

16 W Newsletter deadline—Jan-

Feb edition 

 

27 Su Arts Council presents the 

NUMC Men’s Ensemble 

(3pm, MMUMC Sanctuary) 

7 

27 Su Arts Council exhibit opening 

(4:30-5:30pm, MMUMC 

Great Hall) 

7 

February 

1-3 

F-Su 

UMW Retreat (PriestField, 

Kearneysville, WV) 

4 

23-24 

Sa-Su 

UMW Book Drive (MMUMC 

parking lot) 

5 

March 

1-3  

F-Su 

UMW Book & Bake Sale 

(MMUMC Vestry) 

5 

Mark Your Calendar 

December                                                 pg 

1-2  

Sa Su 

Boy Scout Greens Sale 

(10am-7pm Sa, 10am-5pm 

Su, MMUMC parking lot) 

6 

2 Su Recognition Luncheon 3 

2 Su Winter Warmth 

(Washington Hebrew) 

6 

8 Sa Mercy in Criminal Justice 

(9am-3pm, BWC Center, 

Fulton, MD) 

4 

9 Su Cozy Christmas (4-6pm, 

MMUMC Great Hall) 

6 

16 Su Newsletter deadline—

email-only pre-Holiday 

version 

 

17 M AARP Mtg (noon, MMUMC 

Vestry) 

7 

24 M Christmas Eve  

25 T Christmas  
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UMW News 
 

 

 

 

 

Reflections 

“…the Christian story is precisely the story of one grand 

miracle, the Christian assertion being that what is 

beyond all space and time, what is uncreated, 

eternal, came into nature, into human nature, 

descended into His own universe, and rose again, 

bringing nature up with Him. It is precisely one great 

miracle. If you take that away there is nothing 

specifically Christian left.” 

~ C. S. Lewis, “The Grand Miracle,” God in the Dock 

 

The Virgin of the Veil, Ambrogio Borgognone, 1500 

A Message from Our UMW Co-Presidents 

Dear Sisters,  

Fall is quickly passing by and the Christmas holiday season is rapidly approaching! Thank 

you to everyone who helped with the UMW Bazaar. People donated, baked, sorted, priced, 

and worked on the day of the Bazaar. A special thanks goes to Barbara Gaskill and Bobby 

Turnbull for organizing and to the section leaders and many others who helped. These 

charities will benefit from the Bazaar proceeds: Amara Legal Center (local, aids victims of 

sex trafficking), Gaithersburg Benevolent Community (local, connects Latino youth to 

Asbury and area residents), Tree of Life Ministry (Rosebud Reservation, South Dakota -- 

VIM trip in 2005), Fairfield Children's Home (Zimbabwe - VIM trip in 2004), and A&D 

Memorial Institute (education in Ghana). 

On December 2, we will have our annual UMW Recognition Luncheon following the 11am 

services (see page 3). At this luncheon we recognize births and deaths from the past year 

and celebrate a few UMW members of whom we’re especially proud, Pastor Janet Craswell, 

Lorraine Marsh, Susan Staines and Pam Ellsworth. Special thanks to Marilyn Dickenson 

and Kelly D’Angelo for organizing the program and Helene Lilly for organizing the food. 

Like last year, we will be collecting feminine hygiene products for the Greater DC Diaper 

Bank (our Red Tent Revival!) at the luncheon. We hope you will join us for a relaxing time 

of food, fellowship, and fun. 

 

Wishing you all a warm and meaningful Christmas holiday, 
 

 ~ Connie Sommers (President) & Alexandra McPherron (Co-President) 

sommersc@gmail.com, alexmcph@gmail.com 
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UMW News 
 

 

Recognition Lunch 
Sunday, December 2, 2018 

Metropolitan Memorial Great Hall 

Each year the UMW of the National Church holds a Recognition Luncheon 

honoring women who have made a significant contribution to the church,  

the nation and the world. This year our honorees are Janet Craswell, Pam 

Ellsworth, Lorraine Marsh and Susan Staines. Please join us for the luncheon 

Sunday, December 2nd, at 12:30 pm. In addition to recognizing these 

special women, we will also celebrate the babies who have been born this 

year and remember with gratitude those who died this year. 
 

Contact Marilyn Dickenson at (202) 537-6642 or Dickenson547@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Red Tent Revival! 
Please consider bringing a package of pads or tampons to the 

Recognition Luncheon to support the Greater DC Diaper Bank's 

The Monthly project, in which feminine protection products are 

distributed to women living in poverty. You'll find the red tent in 

the back of the Great Hall. 

Thank you! 

 

Pledge to Mission 
If you have not made a 2018 pledge and would like to do so, we will be collecting pledges 

at the Recognition Luncheon. These direct contributions constitute over 15% of our total 

income and are an essential source of our gifts to others. A standard gift is $100, although 

we regularly receive gifts ranging from $20 to $500.  There is no set amount, and no 

amount too small to make a difference in the lives of a woman or a child. 

Checks payable to UMW. If you cannot attend the luncheon, you may place your gift in an 

envelope and give it to one of the UMW Officers (Connie, Alex, Anita or Rita) or drop it off 

in the UMW box in the church office. 
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UMW News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming Together to Put Mercy into Criminal Justice 
December 8, 2018, 9am – 3pm 

BWC Center, Fulton, MD, 

Emily Jones, of the National Office of UMW, responsible for UMW programming on the 

School to Prison Pipeline will be coming on December 8th to the BW Conference to 

help facilitate the December 8th event. 

Register using the link below, attend, and help spread the word about the event. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/coming-together-to-put-mercy-into-criminal-justice-

tickets-51200518128 

Why: For people of faith to come together to improve the criminal 

justice system in DC and MD. Hoped for outcome: faith 

communities to act upon one or more common goals under the 

guidance of a newly formed steering committee. 

What: In topical groups (crime prevention, school to prison 

pipeline and juvenile justice, pre-trial, jail/local detention, state 

and federal prisons, reentry, and legislation) informally learn what 

others are doing and identify needed actions. The participants 

will vote on collective goals and collaborative actions.   

2019 Annual Women's Retreat  
 Feb. 1-3, 2019 

PriestField Pastoral Center, Kearneysville, WV 

 

All women are invited to the lovely Priest Field Pastoral Center in 

Kearneysville, West Virginia, for a weekend of fellowship, learning, and 

spiritual renewal. This year's retreat, Daily Grace: How Mindfulness 

Deepens Our Experience of God’s Presence in Our Lives, will be led by 

Laurie Cameron, author of The Mindful Day: Practical Ways to Find 
Focus, Calm, and Joy from Morning to Evening (National Geographic, 

2018). Cameron, a resident of Chevy Chase, is founder and CEO of 

PurposeBlue, a consultancy focused on mindfulness-based leadership 

programs. Mindfulness involves building the skills of attention, 

observing, noticing, allowing, letting go, being open, compassionate, resonating with 

others, hearing, and discerning. Our faith tells us what to be -- loving, generous, 

disciplined, committed, inclusive, compassionate, serving. Mindfulness trains us in the 

mindsets and skills to become these qualities. This weekend promises to be an opportunity 

to connect and be more purposeful in our spiritual journey. Look for registration forms 

soon. For more information, contact: Suzanne Vieth at msvieth@verizon.net. 
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UMW News 
 

 

Bring in the Books! 

Collection for the UMW Book & Bake Sale starts now. Please drop off 

your donations of used books, CDs, record albums, and DVDs, to the 

UMW closet at the end of the Vestry hallway at Metropolitan. We are 

starting our collection period early this year with the hopes of building 

a larger inventory for the sale. Please tell your neighbors and friends, 

we are accepting their donations too! The Book & Bake Sale is March 

1-2-3, with the book drive (drive into the parking lot with your 

donations and volunteers will unload your car), Feb. 23 & 24. Thanks 

in advance for packing up your donations in small boxes so that they 

can be easily lifted and stored. No VHS tapes, no cassette tapes, no 

travel guides older than 2013. This year's sale benefits three 

organizations that help children: Project Transformation DC, a 

summer reading camp, and two pre-school programs, EduCare and 

Jubilee Jumpstart.  

Contact Anita Seline at amseline@aol.com or Martha Mizroch 

at martha_miz@hotmail.com with your questions. 

 

 

Save the Dates: Book & Bake Sale 2019 
 

Book Drive: Saturday & Sunday, February 23 & 24, 2019 

Metropolitan Memorial parking lot 

 

Book & Bake Sale: Friday through Sunday, March 1-3, 2019 

Metropolitan Memorial Vestry 

 

mailto:martha_miz@hotmail.com
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National UMC & Community News 
 

Winter Warmth 
Sunday, December 2 

Winter Warmth, which National UMC annually 

supports to help the city's homeless, in 

partnership with Friendship Place and our 

neighbor Washington Hebrew Congregation, is 

Sunday, December 2. At the Temple, the 

homeless eat a hot meal and "shop" for new or 

gently used winter clothing, such as warm socks, 

long underwear, coats, and boots. Organizers 

currently need donations of casseroles for the 

meal. If you can contribute food or time, email 

Kate Belinski at kate.belinski@gmail.com or 

search signupgenius.com using her email 

address. 

 
 

 

Cozy Christmas: Carols, Crafts & Cookies 
Sunday, December 9, 4-6 pm 

Metropolitan Memorial's Great Hall 

Carve out some time for friendship and make this part of 

your family's holiday tradition - there will be crafts, a time 

of carol singing, and dinner. This is a perfect opportunity 

to invite friends, neighbors, extended family, and anyone 

looking for a sense of connection and community this 

Christmas. Please bring your favorite cookies to share. All 

ages are welcome! Let us know you're coming (and that 

you'll bring cookies to share), by visiting signupgenius.com 

and searching service@nationalchurh.org. 

Greens Sale this Weekend 
Friday, Nov 30, 5pm to 8pm 

 Saturday, Dec 1, 10am to 7pm 

Sunday, Dec 2, 10am to 5pm 

Please support the Boy Scouts who 

help us clean up after the Bazaar and 

the Book & Bake Sale every year. The 

troop's Greens Sale will be Friday, Nov. 

30 and Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 1 

& 2. Come buy your Christmas tree 

and holiday wreath at the parking lot 

of Metropolitan. Come help out this 

wonderful group of boys and thank 

them for their efforts to help us.  
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National UMC & Community News 
 

Looking for a gift for Baby Jesus?  

In the hustle and bustle of the holiday 

season, don't forget to give a gift to 

commemorate our Savior's birth. Wise 

women and men are asked to bring a 

bottle (or two) of spices to donate to 

Campus Kitchen this holiday season The 

spices will help Chef Anthony prepare 

delicious meals for the ministry's 4,000 

monthly meal recipients. Find collection 

baskets in the Wesley sanctuary and 

Metropolitan campus's foyer entrance. 

We also will be collecting at the Cozy 

Christmas event. Thank you! 

 

 

 

December AARP Meeting 
Monday, December 17, noon,  

Metropolitan Memorial Vestry 

Please join us on Monday, December 17 

at noon in the Vestry for our annual 

holiday luncheon.  We will have a 

delicious meal of turkey and all the 

trimmings. The cost is $15 per person, and 

reservations are necessary.   

 

Contact Bobby Turnbull, (301) 320-4154, 

bobbyturnbull@comcast.net by 

December 13 to reserve your spot. 

 

 

An Afternoon of Art and Music 
January 27, 3pm,  

Metropolitan Campus Sanctuary 

The Arts Council's first concert of 2019 will take place in 

the Metropolitan sanctuary on January 27 at 3 pm, 

and will feature the National United Methodist Church 

Men's Ensemble, formed last year by Melissa Chavez. 

Melissa is developing a program for the occasion centered on the creation narrative, 

spanning music from the Renaissance to modern classics.  

 

"Vienna Gold: Inspired by Klimt" 
January 27-March 3, 2019, Metropolitan Memorial Great Hall 

Opening - January 27, 4:30 - 5:30 pm 

"VIENNA GOLD: Inspired by Klimt” will be a sumptuous group exhibition 

featuring multi-media paintings and jewelry by six award-winning local 

artists.  The exhibition of paintings and jewelry highlights various 

aspects of his work: the arabesques, the bright colors, the symbols, and 

the prevalence of gold, to name a few. 
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Circles 
 

 

 

 

AU The AU UMW Circle meets Wednesday, September 5 at noon-2:00 pm for “Women’s 

Group Waffles” in the "AU Lounge" at Metropolitan. Contact women@aumethodists.org 

2 Contact Charlotte Carter, char.carter@cox.net, 703-442-0934  

6 Circle Six will meet Sunday, December 9 at noon in the Metropolitan Parlor for a cookie 

exchange. Bring 4 to 6 dozen of your favorite Christmas cookie and a container to bring 

home an assortment.  In January, the circle will meet on Sunday, January 13 at 12 pm in 

the Metropolitan Parlor.  Lois Weaver will meet with the group to discuss National UMC’s 

Gun Violence Prevention Initiative. Contact Ann Michel at amichel@wesleyseminary.edu. 

7 Contact Laura O’Neill, LauraONeill@gmail.com or Cindy Stanton, 

cindy.stanton@hotmail.com 

8 Contact Penny Andrews, pandrewsdc@gmail.com 

9 Circle 9 will have a potluck Christmas luncheon on Wednesday, December 5 at 11:30 in 

the Choir Room. Bring your favorite dish to share. Please contact Bobby Turnbull, (301) 

320-4154, bobbyturnbull@comcast.net  

10 Contact Courtney Leatherman, c_leatherman@ix.netcom.com, or Jeanie Mah, 

msjcmyu1@gmail.com 

 The next UMW Board Meeting is Monday, January 14, 2019.   
Newsletter prepared by Alexandra McPherron. To add items to the next newsletter (a 

December email-only update), email alexmcph@gmail.com by December 16, 2018. 


