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Metropolitan Memorial & Wesley UMC Campuses  

202-363-4900 (MMUMC office) 

MetroUMW@gmail.com 

 

 

 

June                                                        pg           

1 Sa Circle 1 Bridge Builders Tea 

(11:30am-2pm, Wesley 

campus) 

3 

1 Sa Early registration due 

Mission u 2019 

6 

8 Sa BWC UMW Spiritual Retreat 

(Manidokan Camp and 

Retreat Center, Knoxville, 

MD) 

6 

18-20 

T-Th 

Project Transformation 

Reading Days 

9 

22 Sa Final registration and refund 

date for Mission u 2019 

6 

24-28 Vacation Bible School 

(9am-noon,Metropolitan 

Memorial) 

11 

July 

15 M Nominations for UMW 

benevolent giving due 

 

22-25 

M-Th 

Project Transformation 

Reading Days 

9 

26-28 

F-Su 

Mission u 2019 (Bethesda 

Marriott) 

6 

Mark Your Calendar 

May                                                       pg 

3,4,5 

10, 11 

Metro Players: I Hate 

Hamlet 

10 

4 Sa Great Day of Service (9am-

1pm, Wesley campus) 

4 

4 Sa Eppworth House Luncheon 

(11:30-2:30, Holiday Inn 

College Park) 

6 

5 Su UMW Spring Jewelry sale 

(9:30am-12:30pm, 

Metropolitan Great Hall) 

3 

5 Su Project Transformation 

Potluck (after Worship, 

Wesley campus) 

9 

13 M UMW Board Mtg (7:15pm, 

Conf Rm, Metropolitan) 

 

20 M AARP Mtg (1pm, 

Metropolitan Vestry) 

11 

25 Sa Jazz at Wesley featuring 

Shirleta Shettles (6:30-

8:30pm, Wesley campus) 

12 

27 M Newsletter items due  
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UMW News 
 

 

 

A Message from Our UMW Co-Presidents 

Dear Sisters,  

Welcome Spring! Thank you to all who participated in the Greater Washington 

District UMW Annual Prayer breakfast on April 6 in the Vestry. It was a beautiful 

morning and a blessing to host our sisters from across the District and to be in 

fellowship with them. Please see the article by Jeanie Mah in this newsletter for 

more details and photos of the breakfast. 

Spring will be busy with the Great Day of Service on May 4, the Spring Jewelry 

Sale on May 5, and a Tea at Wesley on June 1.  Please consider volunteering at the 

Great Day of Service. We will enjoy breakfast followed by a choice of service 

projects. Service is at the heart of who we are as United Methodist Women and I 

know you will want to take this opportunity to provide your help, whether through 

prayer or through donations of time and talent. Look for more details inside this 

newsletter. And please consider shopping at the Jewelry Sale on May 5. Proceeds 

will help support the causes that UMW holds dear. And please consider attending 

when Circle 1 hosts a Tea at Wesley on June 1. 

Looking ahead to summer, there is interest in a Summer mini-retreat on 

mindfulness, the subject of our February retreat. It should be a good opportunity 

for to “brush up” on the tenets we learned about in February or, for those who 

weren’t able to attend, to learn more about how to be more attentive and mindful. 

Look for details in the coming months. And don’t forget that July 15 is the deadline 

for benevolent giving nominations. If you know of an organization that you would 

like to nominate that carries out the goals of UMW, please contact Rita Guenther 

about how to nominate that organization to receive a portion of the proceeds from 

our Book Sale and Bazaar next year. 

 

Thank you so much for your support of UMW and enjoy Spring! 

 ~ Connie Sommers (President) & Alexandra McPherron (Co-President) 

sommersc@gmail.com, alexmcph@gmail.com 

Reflections 
 

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together that 

overwhelm the world.” 

~ Desmond Tutu  

Theologian and human rights activist 
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UMW News 
 

2019 Women’s Retreat, Priestfield  

 

 

UMW Spring Jewelry Sale 
Sunday, May 5, 9:30am-12:30pm 

Metropolitan Memorial Great Hall 

Please join us for the second UMW Spring 

Jewelry Sale Sunday, May 5. We are 

accepting donations year-round and have 

pieces you didn’t see at the fall sale! Much of 

our inventory will be appropriate for your 

spring and summer wardrobes. We will also have 

jewelry for men and children so bring the whole family 

to coffee hour and shop! 

Donations can be dropped off in the drawer at the main 

desk at Metropolitan. Jewelry only! Please hold onto 

your other Bazaar donations until June. 

 

Contact Alex McPherron, 

alexmcph@gmail.com 

 

 

Circle One Bridge 

Builders Tea 
Saturday, June 1, 11:30 am-2 

pm 

Wesley Campus 

featuring:  

A Capella Ensemble IN 

PROCESS ... 
and  

THE WESLEY YOUTH CHOIR 

 
$15/$10 seniors & youth 
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UMW News 
 

 

Great Day of Service 2019 
Saturday, May 4, 9:00am – 1pm  

Wesley Campus, Fellowship Hall 

 

Join UMW members, family and friends for our annual Great Day of Service.  The 

event kicks off with a hearty, homemade breakfast (9am).  During breakfast Project 

Transformation DC Executive Director Rachel Luna will address the group about her 

organization’s work to improve the literacy levels of children living in DC’s 

underserved communities.  

After breakfast (9:45am), we will break into small groups  and work on a number of 

meaningful service projects such as: 

 Coding books for Project Transformation 

 Making sandwiches for Martha’s Table 

 Mixing/bagging trail mix for Martha’s Table 

 Gussying up bears for Wendt Center for Loss and Healing 

 Packing hygiene kits for Grate Patrol’s homeless outreach 

 Creating cards for senior National Church members 

 Sewing feminine pads to enable Tanzanian school girls to attend school full 

time and 

 Transforming old t-shirts into dog toys for DC’s animal shelters. 

For questions, contact Heidi Winn at hdcwinn@verizon.net 

 

Making cards at the 2018 Great Day of Service. Photo by Connie Sommers 
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UMW News 
 

UMW Leads the Way in Reducing Waste at Church 
 

On behalf of the “Green Team” – a special shout out to UMW for making huge strides in 

our efforts to reduce waste at church. Because of UMW leadership, National UMC is 

routinely using its linens, china and cutlery. That usage provides a double bonus of saving 

money and reducing waste. UMW has also embraced our composting efforts, by hiring 

Veteran’s Compost. So thank you, thank you. 

With so many of us involved in this effort, and as we’re all becoming familiar with the new 

routine, Green Team members decided it would be helpful to lay out some best practices 

for using the church’s equipment. We want volunteers who embrace the idea of reducing 

waste to know what they are signing up for. We also want to make sure that church staff 

has a contact person if volunteers don’t complete the job. 

To that end, we’ve created a 

“Best-practices agreement.” 

We’ll post these in the Great 

Hall closet, where 

tablecloths are stored and in 

the main kitchen on 

cupboards. 

Thanks again for your 

enthusiastic support. 

 

~ Mary, Nancy & 

Courtney  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linens, China and Cutlery – Best Practices and Sign-up Sheet 

As National UMC seeks to reduce waste, we encourage the use of 

the church’s linen table cloths, china, glassware and metal 

utensils whenever possible. 

Groups using these supplies are responsible for all cleanup. Table 

cloths should be laundered at home and brought back clean and 

folded. Utensils and china should be either hand washed or 

machine washed. Everything must be dried and returned 

promptly to its proper place. 

Please fill out the sign-out sheet below, indicating which items you 

will be using and the parties responsible for clean-up. 

 

Date                           Equipment                 Organizer & phone # 

1._____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2._____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3._____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4._____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5._____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6._____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7._____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8._____________________________________________________________________________ 
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UMW News 
 

 

 

Baltimore-Washington Conference and Greater Washington District UMW  

Upcoming Events 
 

Eppworth House Mission Project Committee Annual Spring Luncheon 

“A Sisterhood of Rainbows” 
Saturday, May 4, 11:30am-2:30pm 

Holiday Inn College Park 

See attached flyer for more information. Early bird registration due April 12. 

 

 

BWC UMW Spiritual Retreat:  

Embracing Wholeness 
Saturday, June 8, 2019, 10am – 3:30pm 

Manidokan Camp and Retreat Center, Knoxville, MD 

See the attached flyer for more information. RSVP by May 25. 

 

 

Mission u 2019 
Friday, July 26 - Sunday, July 28, 2019 

Bethesda Marriott, 5151 Pooks Hill Rd., Bethesda, MD 

Early bird registration due June 1 

Final day to register or receive a refund is June 22  

Come join the Global Board of Ministries and the United Methodist 

Women for Spiritual Growth and to expand your knowledge and 

concepts of mission. The 2019 studies are:  

Practicing Resurrection 

This study explores what it means to live a life of radical discipleship 

today using the Gospel of Mark as the foundation. This will be the 

plenary study. 

Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission 

This study is the first in a two-year study commemorating United 

Methodist Women’s 150th anniversary in 2019. It will provide a 

historical survey of United Methodist Women and its predecessor organizations. 

What About Our Money? 

The focus of this study is both personal and communal. We will explore our own 

relationship with money, the money choices available to us, and how we individually 

and collectively respond to economic inequalities in light of our faith. 

 

A Youth program is also available for grades 7-12. See the attached flyer for more 

information.  
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UMW News 
 

Sharing Prayers and Blessings 
By Jeanie Mah 

 
National UMC's United Methodist Women (UMW) hosted the Greater Washington District 

UMW's Annual Prayer Breakfast on Saturday morning, April 6th. The Annual Prayer 

Breakfast is exactly that: A morning of fellowship shared over a repast prepared by UMW 

volunteers, followed by singing favorite hymns (When was the last time you sang What A 
Friend We Have in Jesus or Leaning On The Everlasting Arms?), and a dedicated time for 

shared group prayer facilitated by a leader. The UMW of Brighter Day Ministries was 

originally scheduled to host, but when they had to cancel, Connie Sommers, National 

UMC's UMW Co-President, stepped up in faith and offered to host.  

The result was a morning full of catching-up, blearly-eyed conversations, and laughter as 

around 90 women from neighboring DC and suburban MD churches enjoyed filling our 

stomachs and our spiritual tanks over coffee, a dozen breakfast casseroles, pecan French 

toast, hard-boiled eggs, fruit salads, bagels and pastries, and much more coffee. As part of 

the UMW's stated intent to Care for Creation, the hospitality team committed to using 

china, durable flatware, and washable tablecloths, as well as instructed guests on how to 

compost at the end of the meal. A special feature of the morning program honored those 

UMW members 90 years-old or "better": 57 ladies across the Greater Washington District! 

(Can you name six who belong to National UMC? Jane Bishop, Frances Hardy, Alma 

Stewart, Joan Davenport, Lorraine Marsh, and Mary Walker) At National UMC, we are so 

fortunate to have the robust, safe, and well-kept facilities that we take advantage of every 

day, as well as a dedicated staff who promote the stewardship of our space. Our blessings 

were truly multiplied by sharing what we had to give and as importantly, opening our 

hearts to what our guests - our sisters! -  brought to share with us.  

National UMC Attendees/Volunteers pictured: Rev. Frances Stewart, Alexandra McPherron, 

Connie Sommers, Mary Rollefson, Helene Lilly, Paula Pree, Joan Gordon, Barbara Tate, 

Caralee Adams, Barbara Gaskill, Jeanie Mah, Penny Andrews, Rose Kelley, Heidi Winn 

(obscured), Rita Guenther, and Esther Inuwa. Volunteers not pictured: Lois Weaver, Joyce 

Shields, Charlotte Carter, Leslye Wooley, Beth McConnell, Mary Rynearson, Rachel Rogers, 

Andrea Levy, and Kim Anderson.  
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UMW News 
 

 

A full house at the GWD Prayer Breakfast in the Metropolitan Memorial Vestry. Photo 

by Alex McPherron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table display at 

the breakfast. 

Photo by Jeanie 

Mah 
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National UMC & Community News 
 

 

Project Transformation  
Informational Meeting, Sunday, May 5, after worship at Wesley  

Read to Campers, June 18-20 and July 22-25 

 

We are just a six weeks away from the start of Project Transformation DC’s second summer 

of camp and you are urged to support the program in some way this year through 

volunteering to read with campers, buying supplies and books, feeding the camp 

counselors, or making a financial donation.  

Get an overview about this summer's Project Transformation DC Sunday, May 5 at the 

Wesley campus after worship. There you can learn more about the program serving 

elementary school children at Hughes Memorial UMC or Brighter Day Ministries UMC. 

Our impact last year: 96 percent of the kids who regularly attended the camp last summer 

maintained or improved their reading level when they returned to school in August. 

 

 To sign up to read June 18-20 or July 22-25 or help at the two family Fun Nights, 

please click here.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c4fa9ac2ba7ff2-project 

 You can sign up to read with campers for one, a few, or all of the mornings, as 

your schedule permits. Transportation provided by church van.  

 To buy books for the program and have them shipped to PTDC, click here: 

http://a.co/7tFKMva 

 To buy supplies for the program, click here: http://a.co/3NORjUv 

 If you want to provide meals for the college interns working at the camp and living 

at Catholic University, please sign up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4dada72ea2fb6-dinner 

 

And finally, if you are not able to help in any way through reading, cooking, shopping or 

otherwise, you can still have an impact on this vital program by making a financial 

contribution. Click here to learn more:  

https://projecttransformation.org/washington-dc/get-involved/donate 

 

Any questions about the program, please contact: 

Cynthia Pugh at cynthia.pugh1@verizon.net 

Anita Seline at amseline@aol.com 

Rita Guenther at ritaguenther@yahoo.com 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c4fa9ac2ba7ff2-project
http://a.co/7tFKMva
http://a.co/3NORjUv
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b4dada72ea2fb6-dinner
https://projecttransformation.org/washington-dc/get-involved/donate
mailto:cynthia.pugh1@verizon.net
mailto:amseline@aol.com
mailto:ritaguenther@yahoo.com
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National UMC & Community News 
 

 

 
With Amber Waltz, Sharon Smith,  
Randy Oberdick, and Jennifer 
Rutherford 

and featuring 
Victor Clough and 
Sean Gabbert 

Directed by…Bob Olson 

 

Friday, May 3 8 pm Friday, May 10 8 pm 

Saturday, May 4 5 pm Saturday, May 11 5 pm 

Sunday, May 5 2 pm   

TWO WEEKENDS IN MAY 

 

Tickets at the door | Adults $20 | Students & Seniors $15 
 

 

Presented on the Vestry Stage at 
National UMC – Metropolitan Memorial Campus 
3401 Nebraska Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20016 

 

Metro Players present 

I HATE 

HAMLET 
A laugh out loud comedy, when a 

“cancelled” Hollywood star reluctantly 

takes on Hamlet at the urging of his 

idealistic girlfriend and a visiting Spirit. 

 

I HATE 

HAMLET 
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National UMC & Community News 
 

 

 

May AARP Meeting 
Monday, May 20, 1pm, Vestry 

Please join us on Monday, May 20 in the Vestry.  Dr. Miriam 

Kelty, a psychologist, gerontologist, and consultant in 

bioethics, aging, and research strategy, will present information on planning for 

longevity, strategies for dealing with unexpected issues, and tips on making a Master 

Aging Plan (MAP).  She will prepare us to address the hard questions about the 

financial, social, and safety implications of aging and care plans. 

Social time is at 12:30 p.m., and the meeting starts at 1:00. Refreshments will be served. 

Contact Bobby Turnbull, bobbyturnbull@comcast.net 

Volunteer for Vacation Bible School—It will be a Blast (off)! 
June 24-28; 9am – noon 

 

We need volunteers for a few hours, a day or the whole week. 

This year’s theme is, “To Mars and Beyond.” The kids (and you) will explore where God’s 

power can take us. 

Chat with fellow UMW’ers who have volunteered in the past; you’ll hear that their 

experiences have been joyful and perhaps faith-renewing. We guarantee you’ll be 

tired and energized at the same time. 

For information on how you can help, contact: Courtney Leatherman, 

c_leatherman@ix.netcom.com; or Janet Craswell, jcraswell@nationalchurch.org 
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National UMC & Community News 
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Circles 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! Cartoons by Cuyler Black, Inherit the Mirth 

 

 

AU The AU UMW Circle meets Wednesdays at noon-2:00 pm for “Women’s Group Waffles” 

in the "AU Lounge" at Metropolitan. Contact women@aumethodists.org 

1 Circle One Bridge Builders Meeting, Sunday, May 5, 1:15 p.m., Wesley Library. Contact 

Rita Guenther, ritaguenther@yahoo.com, Paula Pree, iamasong@aol.com 

2 Contact Charlotte Carter, char.carter@cox.net 

6 Our next meeting will be Sunday, May 5 at noon in the Metropolitan Memorial Parlor. The 

subject will be “The Bible’s #MeToo Stories.” Contact Ann Michel at 

amichel@wesleyseminary.edu. 

7 We meet on the third Sunday at 10:00 AM in the Christie Room.  No preparation needed, 

all are welcome! Contact Laura O’Neill, LauraONeill@gmail.com or Cindy Stanton, 

cindy.stanton@hotmail.com 

8 We meet in the Parlor at 7:30pm the first Tuesday of the month. All are welcome. Contact 

Penny Andrews, pandrewsdc@gmail.com 

9 Circle 9 will meet on Wednesday, May 1 at 10:30 a.m. in Sarah Young's apartment at 

Asbury Methodist Village. Those wishing to carpool will meet at 9:30 in the church parking 

lot.  Mary Rollefson from the church's Green Team will tell us about recycling at the church 

and all the other activities of her team. Following the meeting we will have lunch at 

Asbury. Please contact Bobby Turnbull, bobbyturnbull@comcast.net  

10 Contact Courtney Leatherman, c_leatherman@ix.netcom.com, or Jeanie Mah, 

msjcmyu1@gmail.com 

The next UMW Board Meeting is Monday, May 13, 2019. 
Newsletter prepared by Alexandra McPherron. To add items to the next newsletter, email 

alexmcph@gmail.com by May 27, 2019 


